STUNNERBIZ MASHINANI
2025

The Spark of Resilience, The Power of Mindset

ECLOF Kenya had an opportunity to participate in the StunnerBiz Mashinani 2025
agribusiness conference and expo, held at Othaya Teachers’ College, Nyeri County,
marked a defining moment in the ongoing effort to transform Kenya’'s agribusiness
landscape. Bringing together young agripreneurs, financial leaders, policymakers, and
innovators under the theme “Shaping Youth’s Mindset through Agribusiness”, the two-
day event generated powerful insights that continue to inspire transformation in rural
economies.
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Below are the key lessons that emerged:

B Agribusiness is the New Frontier of Rural Transformation

Agriculture remains Kenya’'s socio-
economic backbone, but agribusiness,
not subsistence farming, is the engine
for  future growth. The forum
underscored the importance of
transforming traditional farming into
value-driven enterprises. Young people
were urged to pursue farming as a
strategic business venture—one that
integrates innovation, technolo%K, and
value addition to unlock wealth and
create employment.

H Resilience is Built, Not Inherited

In his keynote address, Mr. Albert
Wambugu, CEO of Hand in Hand
Eastern ~ Africa, highlighted that
agripreneurial resilience stems from
education, financial literacy, resource
access, and collective action. He urged
that self-help groups be seen as
trustworthy anchors rather than risky
borrowers. This erspective on
resilience emphasized that sustainable
growth must be intentional, structured,
and inclusive.
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Inclusive Empowerment: The Boychild Matters Too

While celebratin women's
empowerment in agribusiness, a gap
regardmg the neglect of boys was
noted. Balanced empowerment for
both genders in agribusiness and
financial knowledge is essential for
intergenerational sustainability and
aligns with the SDGs on poverty
reduction, gender equality, and
sustainable livelihoods.
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Below are the key lessons that emerged:

N Mindset is the Engine of Socio-Economic Change

Real transformation starts with how
ﬁeople think and act.“The mind, the
eart, and the pockets.” Development
begins with the mind; when mindset
;:hl?nges, financial and social change
ollow.

Value Addition is the Bridge to Wealth

Agripreneurs can capture more value,
reduce losses, and retain wealth within
rural communities. The lesson was
clear: true empowerment lies not only
in growin crogs, but in controlling the
entire value chain from production to
processing and to market.

Financial Literacy is the Cornerstone of Sustainable
Agribusiness

The Day Two panel on “Innovative

Financial Solutions for Young
Agripreneurs” highlighted finance as
empowerment. Karanja stressed
financial discipline, Wanjuki

emphasized risk management and
insurance, and Njoroge saw loans as
rowth tools. Their message: finance
uilds confidence, accountability, and
lasting stability—not just capital.

STUNNERBIZ MASHINANI 2025 Q3 - 26 SEP - 27 SEP



Below are the key lessons that emerged:

B Every Youth and Woman Carries the Seed of Greatness

It was a space to remind gqrticipqnts
that potential is universal, but success
is nurtured. There was a call to “nurture
the seed of greatness” which
resonated deeply, reinforcing that
agribusiness can be a dignified and
transformative career. With the right
mentorship, resources, and belief,
oung and female q?ripreneurs can
ecome drivers o generational
change.

Youth Are Not the Future—They Are the Now

The conference proved that youth are
already driving Kenya’'s rural
innovation story. Their creativity,
energy, and ambition were on full
display through agritech showcases ‘
and cooperative initiatives. StunnerBiz
Mashinani served as a reminder that
empowering the youth today is the

surest investment in a resilient, food-

secure, and prosperous Kenya.

The Power of Mindset Shapes the Future

Above all, StunnerBiz Mashinani reaffirmed that

transformation begins within. Resilience,
innovation, and success are in firstplace ”

mindsets, before they become outcomes. When a
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oung people see possibilities instead of
imitations, they become unstoppable forces for
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socio-economic change.
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